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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 



1 1. (currently amended) A method for providing incentive award information to a customer, 

2 said method comprising: 

3 obtaining customer information of a customer from an input device; 

4 transmitting said customer information to a remotely located host computer^ 

5 wherein said host computer locates incentive award information associated with said 

6 customer information; 

7 in rooponoQ to pai d o u o tomer information at oaid hoot oomputor, retri e ving and 

8 transmitting incentive award information associated with said customer information from 

9 paid hoQt - eomputcr to said input device; 

10 displaying- 5aid incentiv e award - information - on - said - input dovico; 

11 in response to the receipt scanning of a scanned product code at on said input 

12 device by s ai d custom e r, transmitting said scanned product code from said input device 

13 to said host computer having-on - associat e d - award, updating inoontivo award information 

14 of said oustora e r - wtth tho addition of said - new - product - cod e; 

15 determining within said host computer whether or not an immediate purchase of 

16 a product associated with sair l warme d product code qualifies said customer for an award 

17 based on said located incentive award information: 

18 in a detemunation that an immediate purchase of a product associated with said 

19 scanned product code qualifies said customer for an award, transmitting information 

20 related to an opportunity for receiving said award from said host computer to said input 
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21 device and displaying said updat e d incentiv e award information related to said oppoxtmodtv 

22 for receiving said award on said input device ; and alerting aaid customer in roqpoaoo to 

23 said updated inc e ntive aword - ijacfomiation roaohos a predetermin e d thr e shold from an 

24 award plateau 

1 2. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein $aid method farther includes 

2 in a deteimination that an immediate purchase of a product associated with said 

3 scanned product code does not qualify sajd_cust_omer_for an award, determining whether 

4 or not an immediate purchase of said product places said customer within a predetermined 

5 range to win said award: and 

6 in a detenninatioiLthat an immediate purchase of said product places said customer 

7 within a predetermined range to receive said award T transmitting information related to 

8 said predetermined range to receive said award from said host computer to said input 

9 device is a portable input devic e, and displaying said information related said 
id predetermined range to receive said award on said input device . 

1 3- (currently amended) The method of Claim 1 2, wherein said method further includes 

2 receiving a confirmation of a purchase of said product at said input device a step of alerting said 

3 custom e r in rooponfle to said updat e d inc e ntiv e award information falls within a pred e termined 

4 range from an award plateau . 

1 4. (currently amended) The method of Claim i 3, wherein said method further includes 

2 updating said incentive award information within said host computer only after the receipt of said 

3 purchase confirmation a atcp of confirming a purchase of aaid product by aaid ouotoraor by 

4 s e l e cting one of a plnjalityHsg - option a. 

Please cancel Claims 5-8. 
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Please add Claims 9-14 as follows: 

l 9. (new) The method of Claim 1, wherein said input device is a portable input device. 

1 10. (new) A system for providing incentive award information to a customer, said system 

2 comprising: 

3 an input device for obtaining customer information from a customer; 

4 means for transmitting said customer information to a remotely located host 

5 computer, wherein said host computer locates incentive award information associated with 

6 said customer information; 

7 in response to the receipt of a scanned product code at said input device, means 
9 for transmitting said scanned product code from said input device to said host computer; 

9 means within said host computer for determining whether or not an immediate 

10 purchase of a product associated with said scanned product code qualifies said customer 
ix for an g^ard l>asod on said located iiictiitivc award information; 

12 in a determination that an immediate purchase of a product associated with said 

13 scanned product code qualifies said customer for an award, means for transmitting 

14 information related to an opportunity for receiving said award from said host computer 

15 to said input device and means for displaying said information related to said opportunity 

16 for receiving said award on said input device, 

1 1L (new) The system of Claim 10 9 wherein said system further includes 

2 in a determination that an immediate purchase of a product associated with said 

3 scanned product code does not qualify said customer for an award, means for determining 
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4 whether or not an immediate purchase of said product places said customer within a 

5 predetermined range to win said award; and 

6 in a determination that an immediate purchase of said product places said customer 

7 within a predetermined range to receive said award, means for transmitting information 
a related to said predetermined range to receive said award from said host computer to said 
9 input device, and means for displaying said information related said predetermined range 

10 to receive said award on said input device. 

1 12. (new) The system of Claim 11, wherein said system further includes means for receiving 

2 a confirmation of a purchase of said product at said input device. 

1 13. (new) The system of Claim 12, wherein said system further includes means for updating 

2 said incentive award information within said host computer only after the receipt of said purchase 

3 confirmation. 

l 14. (new) The system of Claim 10, wherein said input device is a portable input device. 
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